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ABSTRACT : PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a image pickup device that can conduct 
well-balanced exposure control where optimum exposure to a major object can be 
ensured while keeping the entire atmosphere. 

SOLUTION: This image pickup device picks up reference image visit before regular image 
pickup, acquires an exposure correction available amount A denoting a range where no 
overexposure is caused on an important area on the basis of a histogram for representing 
the luminance distribution of the important area of the reference image, and acquires a 
required exposure correction amount B discriminated to be required to obtain a proper 
exposure on the basis of the histogram denoting the luminance distribution of the entire 
area of the reference image. The exposure is correction-controlled on the basis of the 
required exposure correction amount B making the exposure correction available amount 
A as a limit and when the exposure correction available amount A is negative, the 
exposure is correction-controlled on the basis of the exposure correction available amount 
A. Thus, the image pickup device can conduct exposure control depending on the 
lightness of the entire image within the range where no overexposure takes place in the 
important area. 
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